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DBQ 10: CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

Historical Context

The French Revolution of 1789 had many long-range causes. Political, social, and
economic conditions in France made many French people discontented. Most
disaffected were merchants, artisans, workers, and peasants. The ideas of the
Enlightenment thinkers brought new views of government and society. The American
Revolution also influenced the coming of the French Revoluti

M Directions: The following question is based on the accompanying docurments in
Part A. As you analyze the documents, take into account both the
Source of each document and the athor’s point of view. Be sure to
do each of the following steps:

1. Garefully read the dooument-based question. Consider what you
already know about this topic. How would you answer the
Question f you had no documents to examine?

2. Read each document careful
Words that address the document-based question. You may also
Wish to use the margin to make brief nofes. Answer the questions
that follow each docurent before moving on to the next
document.

8. Based on your own knowledge and on the information found in
the documents, formulate a thesis that directly answers the
document-based question. =

4. Organize supportive and relevant information into & brief outiine,
8. Wiite a well-organized essay proving your thesis. You should

present your essay logically. Include information both from the
from your own knowledge beyond the
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Document 1 i
§
5

In this adapted excerpt, Arthur Young describes his travels in France from k
1787 to 1789,

In the south of France there is a taille [tax on the land and it produce].

There s an injustice in levying the amount each person must pay. Lands held

:Z:\\ennbiﬁtymwveryutﬂg Lands held by commoners are taxed
wily.....

September 5, 1788: The poar peaple seem very poor indeed. The children are
terribly ragged.

June 10, 1789: The lack of bread is terrible. Stories arrive every moment from
the provinces of riots. ... The price of bread has risen above people’s ability
to pay. This causes great misery.

July 1789: ... T was joined by a poor woman who complained of the hard

mz@’ﬂwuﬂlumﬂhﬂddm[mwedhlnﬁs]mmmmgu"
she

Source: Arthur Young, Travelsin France and ltaly During the Years 1787, 1788, and 1789,
EP. Dutton & Co, 1927 (adapted)

What were three observations this traveler madle about the life of peasants in France
‘between 1787 ¥
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during the Old Regime.

BQ 10: CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

‘This di illustrates the three French estates in 1789 and the land each held
iagram
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the percentage of land owned by that estate?
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AWt chvangien i the Brench goverment hid the thisd estate demand?

Document &
A he Bench Revwdetion, Nistorian Albest Mathie claimed that leadership fell o the
il class because of what thase people knew about Bnlightenment ideas,

‘The Revalution had been aceomplishedt in the minds of men & before it
W e

mmwmmmummm-l tfon, The
Revolution came from thea-the midkdle class, The classes were
mmmumhM\ “They were just beginning
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Document §

Lord Acton, a profossor at Cambridge University, suggosted another point of view,

“The condition of Franc alone did not bring about the overthrow of the
monarchy. . Tor the wufferings of the people were not greater than they had

been before. ... The {deas of the philosophes were not directly responsible
for the outhreak,

[Tlhe spark that changed thought into action was supplied by the
Declaration of American Independence. . . . [T]he American example caused
the Revolution to break out.

Source: Lord Acton, Lectures on the French Revolution, Macmillan, 1910 (adapted)
What did Lord Acton believe caused the French Revolution?

What were the most important fthe French Revolution?
(Discuss throe,) i




